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Best  Practice  1:  Explicit  and  Systematic 
Word  Analysis  Instruction,  Including 
Phonics  and  Phonemic  Awareness 

Teachers  provide  explicit  instruction,  build 
word  knowledge,  and  directly  teach  skills  and 
strategies  for  word  analysis  (phonemic 
awareness,  phonics,  word  recognition,  struc¬ 
tural  analysis,  use  of  context  clues)  with  and 
without  the  use  of  text. 

Best  Practice  2:  Assessment  to  Inform 
Instruction 

Teachers  routinely  monitor  and  assess  the 
reading  levels  and  progress  of  individual 
students.  This  ongoing  evaluation  is  aligned 
to  and  informs  instruction. 

Best  Practice  3:  Instructional  Planning  to 
Create  Independence  Through  Student- 
Owned  Strategies 

Teachers  plan  instruction  considering  three 
phases:  before,  during  and  after  reading. 

Best  Practice  4:  Collaboration  and 
Reflection 

Teachers  routinely  self-reflect  and  collabo¬ 
rate  on  instructional  practices  and  student 
progress  within  the  school  and  the  district. 

Best  Practice  5:  Learning  Standards 

?  . 

Teachers  facilitafe:^^t8ie»r&!  conceptual 
knowledge  of  Illinois  EnglishLanguage  Arts 
Learning  Standards. 
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Best  Practice  6:  Independent  Reading 

Students  have  opportunities  for  sustained 
reading  (oral  and/or  silent)  every  day  to 
increase  fluency  and  vocabulary. 

Best  Practice  7:  Variety  of  Genre 

Students  have  broad,  frequent  reading  and 
writing  experiences  (multiple  reading  genres 
and  writing  styles).  Reading  to  students  at  all 
grade  levels  is  part  of  this  broad  experience. 

Best  Practice  8:  Appropriate  Instruc¬ 
tional  Levels 

Students  have  opportunities  to  read  at  their 
instructional  level  every  day. 

Best  Practice  9:  Reading  for  Purpose 

Students  have  extensive  opportunities  to  read 
for  a  variety  of  purposes  and  to  apply  what  is 
read  every  day.  Discussion  and  writing  are 
used  by  students  to  organize  their  thinking. 
They  read  for  specific  purposes  and  reflect  on 
what  they  read. 

Best  Practice  10:  Building  Comprehen¬ 
sion  Skills  and  Strategies 

Students  are  taught  and  given  opportunities  to 
build  vocabulary  concepts  and  to  practice  and 
apply  comprehension  strategies  for  construct¬ 
ing  meaning,  including  making  and  confirming 
predictions,  visualizing,  summarizing,  drawing 
inferences,  generating  questions,  making 
connections,  self-monitoring,  and  clarifying 
misunderstandings. 


Best  Practice  11:  Building  Cognitive 
Skills  and  Strategies 

Students  are  taught  and  given  opportunities  to 
use  cognitive  strategies  to  synthesize,  analyze, 
evaluate  and  make  applications  in  authentic 
situations. 

Best  Practice  12:  Integration 

Reading  and  writing  are  integrated  and  used  as 
tools  to  support  learning  in  all  curricular 
content  areas. 

Best  Practice  13:  Literacy  Rich 
Environment 

Literacy  rich  environments  display  words  and 
print  everywhere,  provide  opportunities  and 
tools  that  engage  students  in  reading  and 
writing  activities,  and  celebrate  students’ 
reading  and  writing  efforts.  Each  classroom 
has  an  extensive  collection  of  reading  materials 
with  a  wide  range  of  high-interest  fiction  and 
non-fiction  books  that  motivate  and  support 
reading  and  writing  on  a  variety  of  levels.  The 
room  design  supports  whole  group,  small 
group  and  individual  instruction. 

Best  Practice  14: 

School/Family/Community  Partnerships 

Families,  communities,  and  schools  collaborate 
to  support  literacy  development  of  students  at 
home  and  school. 


Purpose 

The  Best  Practices  in  Reading  Committee 
collaboratively  researched  data  on  the  most 
effective  reading  practices  used  by  educators 
throughout  the  nation.  These  strategies  were 
compiled  into  a  list  that  are  developmentally 
appropriate  and  effective  in  achieving  and 
sustaining  student  learning.  After  validation  from 
reading  experts,  this  list  has  been  published  for 
educators  throughout  the  state  of  Illinois. 

These  best  practices  have  been  shown  to  work 
with  English-speaking  students  of  all  abilities, 
including  those  with  special  learning  needs.  Other 
practices  may  need  to  be  considered  for  limited 
English  proficient  students. 

This  brochure  was  created  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  instruction  and  validating  the  work  of 
Illinois  educators  who  are  committed  to  the 
continuous  process  of  improving  student  learning. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Right  to  Read  Initiative 
Illinois  State  Board  of  Education 
100  North  First  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62777-0001 
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1129  00880220  9 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


3  0112  121944273 


Right  to  Read 
Initiative 


The  following  individuals  have  served  as 
validators  for  the  Best  Practices  in  Reading 

•  Angie  Bymum,  Jennifer  Elementary  Academy  of 

the  Arts,  Chicago 

•  Doug  Camine,  University  of  Oregon 

•  Missy  Dietzel,  Edwardsville  District  7 

•  Barbara  Foorman,  University  of  Texas  -  Houston 

•  Lynn  Gaddis,  1995  Illinois  Teacher  of  the  Year 

•  Eunice  Greer,  Illinois  State  Board  of  Education 

•  Lowry  Hemphill,  Harvard  University 

•  Jerry  L.  Johns,  Northern  Illinois  University 

•  Susan  Davis  Lenski,  Illinois  State  University 

•  Ricki  Linksman,  National  Reading  Diagnosis 

Institute 

•  John  Logan,  Northbrook  #27 

•  Rudy  Lubov,  Chicago  Public  Schools 

•  Donna  Ogle,  National  Louis  University 

•  Jean  Osborn,  Center  for  the  Study  of  Reading  at 

the  University  of  Illinois 

•  P.  David  Pearson,  Michigan  State  University 

•  Kathryn  Ransom,  International  Reading 

Association 

•  Jeanne  Serven,  National  Board  for  Professional 

Teaching  Standards 

•  Tim  Shanahan,  University  of  Illinois  -  Chicago 
•Judy  Smith,  Cahokia  District  1 87 

•  Lynn  Smith,  Southern  Illinois  University 
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